August 24, 2004

Dear Colleague:

The Laser Interferometer Space Antenna (LISA) International Science Team (LIST) has been serving as the science definition team for the joint ESA/NASA LISA mission for the past three years.   As the original 2001 NASA call for applications to the LIST specified a U.S. membership term of three years, it is now time to renew the U.S. constituency of the LIST.  The original Charter for the LIST can be found at http://www.srl.caltech.edu/lisa/list/LIST_Charter_0601.pdf.  General information about the LISA mission can be found at http://www.lisa.nasa.gov.  The LIST has been convening twice per year, with the location typically alternating between the U.S. and Europe.  The U.S LISA Mission Science Office provides travel expenses for attendance at LIST meetings to non-civil-servant U.S. members.

The new term of service for U.S. LIST members will be the shorter of three years or until a NASA Announcement of Opportunity for the LISA Science Working Group is released, since the latter occurrence requires that the U.S. component of the LIST disband.   The LIST membership has numbered 24 participants, twelve each from Europe and the U.S.  Of the twelve U.S. positions within the LIST, two are held ex officio, and are not being competed: the U.S. LISA Mission Scientist, who acts as the LIST Co-Chair, and the U.S. LISA Project Scientist.  The remaining U.S. positions will be re-competed; these will number ten, unless NASA and ESA agree that an increase in LIST membership is desired.  All members of the U.S. scientific community are eligible to apply.  Applications from current members of the LIST will be evaluated without prejudice.  

If you are interested in becoming a member of the LIST, please send electronic copies of a letter of interest, your Curriculum Vita (CV), and a list of selected publications, to the e-mail address provided below.  In your letter of interest, please describe the following:

1. Your interest in serving on the LIST;

2. Your relevant experience and expertise, documented by your CV and selected publications;

3. Unique talents you bring to the task of defining the LISA science mission; and

4. Scientific investigations that particularly motivate your interest in LISA.

Letters of application are invited from individuals, not groups; in particular, "co-investigators" are not solicited.  Replies to this solicitation are due by October 15, 2004.  All replies should be sent electronically to msalamon@hq.nasa.gov.  They will be acknowledged upon receipt.  Acceptable file formats are Word, PS, PDF, and ASCII text.  The U.S. LISA Program Scientist, together with others at NASA Headquarters, will make selection of the new LIST members by November 15, 2004.  

Any questions regarding this call should be addressed to the U.S. LISA Program Scientist, whose contact information is given below.
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